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ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


MR. GROESBECK TO UNITED NATIONS 


Mr. Joseph Groesbeck, Assistant Librarian for Acquisitions, 
has been granted ninety days leave of absence, effective 16 April 1951, 
to permil him to accept a temporary appointment as Chief, Process- 
ing Division, of the United Nations Library in New York. 


His duties there will include general direction of the Acquisi- 
ion, Cataloging, and Indexing Sections, and the study of a number 
of specific problems including purchasing procedures, incorporation 
of the Woodrow Wilson Library of League of Nations material into 
he UN Library, the exchange of UN documents, definition of the Li- 
brary's collecting fields, and the preparation of an acquisition manual 


Mr. Richard Dier, Head of the Order Section, will be Acting 
hief of the Acquisition Division in Mr. Groesbeck's absence. 


CORNER COMMITTEE 


The Committee on the Army Medical Library, under the auspices 
of the Division of Medical Sciences, National Research Council, with 
Dr. George W. Corner as Chairman, met for the second time on 
26 March 1951. At this meeting various agencies using the Army Med- 
ical Library were asked to testify as to the amount of use they made 
of the Library, how they used it, what kind of service they received, 
and so forth. Among those present were Mr. Scott Adams, National 
Institutes of Health; Colonel Robert J. Benford, U. S. Air Force; Mr. 
oseph Becker, Central Intelligence Agency, Mr. Foster Mohrhardt, 
eterans Administration; Colonel William S. Stone, U. S. Army; 
aptains C. C. Shaw and C. W. Shilling, U. S. Navy; and Dr. 
Leonard A. Scheele, U. S. Public Health Service. 
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Printing cost borne by Association of Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical L brary. 
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EXHIBITS 


The Library recently has acquired a collection of medical 
diplomas and certificates, which will be the subject of the May ex- 
hibit. The older diplomas, from Italian universities, are illuminated 
manuscripts. A license to practice in Florence is dated 1589, and the 
earliest manuscript diploma bears the date 1674. The remainder of 
the exhibit consists of eighteenth and early nineteenth century English 
certificates, some of which are engravings. The exhibit was prepared 
by Mr. Groesbeck and Miss Harrington. 


An exhibit entitled "Recent Publications of the Army Medical 
Library" was set up in the Chief Librarian's office to be viewed by 
the Indexing Committee when it assembled for its tenth meeting on 
13 April 1951. Some twenty items were displayed. 


SPACE 


The need for space is an ever-increasing one at the Army Med- 
ical Library, and efforts are always going onto try to alleviate the 
pressure, if only temporarily. Plans now are being considered for 
moving more of the collections to Cleveland, where it is believed 
possible to relocate certain little-used materials. This will make 
shelf space available for items from the first half of the nineteenth 
century now housed in the Fisheries Annex in Washington. Into 
the vacated space in the Annex will go the overflow from the Serial 
Section of the main stacks - a much needed relief - and from the 
first floor of Tampa Hall the monograph portion of our duplicate ex- 
change. In turn, the typing section of the Current List Division will 
be moved from the second to the first floor of Tampa Hall, thus ac- 
quiring sorely needed room for expansion of that Division's growing 
activities. 


The Receiving Unit of the Acquisition Division, responsible for 
the receipt and sorting of purchases, gifts, transfers, and incoming 
mail,. recently has been moved from the space it occupied in the 
Binding Section of the Catalog Division to the basement. This room 
was traded to the Acquisition Division by the Reference Division for 
another basement storage room. In addition to freeing urgently needed 
space to the Binding Section, by this move the Acquisition Division 
acquired additional shelving space and room for storage of back- 
logged oriental shipments. 
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ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY NEWS. 
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INDEX COMMITTEE 


The Tenth Meeting of the Surgeon General's Committee of Con- 
sultants for the Study of the Indexes to Medical Literature Published 
by the Army Medical Library, under the chairmanship of Dr. Chauncey 
D. Leake, was held in Washington on 13 April 1951. The Committee 
first inspected the operation of the Current List of Medical Literature 
at the Army Medical Library, and then adjourned to the Library of 
Congress for the rest of the day, where Dr. Luther H. Evans joined 
it during lunch in the Whittall Pavilion. 





The Research Project at the Welch Medical Library of the Johns 
Hopkins University, under the direction of Dr. Sanford V. Larkey and 
operated under contract to the Army Medical Library, presented an 
analysis of the coverage by Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus, Cur - 
rent List of Medical Literature, Excerpta Medica, Biological Abstracts, 
and Chemical Abstracts of some 3250 periodicals for which data have 
been coded on punched cards. Analyses from the sorts showed, among 
other things, that there is a wide divergence of policy as to the selec- 
tion of journals for inclusion in the indexing and abstracting services. 
Dr. Williamina A. Himwich, of the Project staff, reported on studies 
made in the field of subject-heading policies in use in medical indexes, 
and made recommendations, some of which the Committee readily 
accepted while others were deferred for later judgment. Toward the 
close of the meeting consideration was given to points raised in a 
working paper prepared by Lieutenant Colonel Rogers; some of these 
points were discussed and accepted with modifications but the major- 
ity must await the next meeting of the group. 














Some very spirited discussions took place, and it seemed to be 
the general consensus of the group that this had been the most satis - 
factory and rewarding meeting so far, in point of accomplishment. 
The next meeting of the Committee is tentatively scheduled for Oc- 
tober. 


RUSSIAN MEDICAL JOURNALS FILM PROJECT 


The Army Medical Library recently sent a letter of inquiry to 
thirty-five of the larger medical libraries asking if they would be in- 
terested in acquiring film copies of certain important Russian medical 
journals on a cost basis. Although the response was less than had 
been anticipated, the Library is going ahead with its plans. Three 
journals have been selected for filming at this time: 


1) Mikrobiologiia, v. 1, 1932 to present, $90 for complete set; 
2) Mikrobiologichnii zhurnal, v. 1, 1934 to present, $50 for 
complete set; and 
3) Zhurnal mikrobiologii, epidemiologii i immunobiologii, v. L 
1924 to present, $150 for complete set. F 
If the sale of these journals is satisfactory, other journals in other 
medical fields will be added. 
In order to reproduce these journals in their entirety, issues: 
not in the Army Medical Library must be borrowed from other li- 
braries. The Boston Medical Library, the University of Chicago Bite 
Medical Library, the Biomedical Library of the University of Callie 
fornia, and the Columbia University Medical Library all have sig-¥ 
nified their willingness to cooperate. The first requests for issu 
in these libraries have gone out recently. It is hoped to have the” 
initial set of films ready for distribution in July. 


PHOTODUPLICATION IN AML 


The Library's Photoduplication Section, set up to make micros 
film and photostat copies of journal articles for those who can not 
come to the Library, has undertaken many additional assignments. ~ 
A recent look at the Section's work performance showed seventeen 
special projects, such as the following: filming for security reasong 
special material such as rare books and bibiiographical lists; making” 
enlargements of lines of print used as headings in the Current List. 
and photographing the pages of this publication each month before 
they are sent to the printer; making photoprinted overdue notices” 
from the charge files at the Loan Desk; filming, for preservation 
and use, books and journals on wood-pulp paper which has deterio-_ 
rated to the point where it can not undergo rebinding; and providing 
duplicates of many administrative papers. 

In addition to all this, 51,000 orders for microfilm and photos 
stat copies of journal articles - a million and a half pages - are 
produced yearly. 


PROMOTIONS 


The following Library military personnel recently have been, 
promoted: 


ederick D. Bryant, Catalog Division, to Sergeant; 
songs J. Steffa, Military Personnel Section, to Sergeant; and 
an M. White, Historical Division, to Corporal. 
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